Measurement equivalence of the SDQ in Chinese Adolescents: A horizontal and longitudinal perspective.
The Strengths and Difficulties Questionnaire (SDQ) is commonly used in research and clinical settings as a tool for the measurement of mental well-being. The current study evaluated the best-fit factor structure model of the Chinese version of the SDQ (SDQ-C) among Chinese adolescents and evaluated the measurement invariance of the SDQ-C across gender, age and time. Participants included 1,134 adolescents from Hunan Province and Hainan Province in China. A confirmatory factor analysis (CFA) was conducted to determine the structure of the SDQ-C on a large scale. Multigroup CFA(N = 1102, 48.5% male, 51.5% female, mean age = 16.2) were utilized to test the measurement invariance of the five subscales included in the SDQ-C, across gender, age and time. The SDQ-C exhibited strong internal consistency (overall Cronbach's alpha coefficient = 0.927) and moderate test-retest reliability (Pearson's correlation coefficient = 0.719, over a 6-month interval). The CFA showed a valid five-factor model. Measurement invariance of the model across gender was fully supported. However, measurement invariance across age and time was limited. The participants were from Hunan Province and Hainan Province. It may be necessary to expand the sampled population to better represent the Chinese population. Measurement equivalence of the SDQ-C across gender was established. Measurement equivalence across age and time was moderate. These findings suggest that the use of the SDQ-C in comparing samples across gender is valid but measurement across age and time may be limited.